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I f you have been paying attention you have surely noticed that stat-
ues may have something in common with tattoos.  What seems like 

a good idea today may not be such a good idea in a couple of decades or 
centuries. It appears that over the course of time there can be a change of 
opinion about what is worthy of praise or what should be an object of 
scorn.  As a result, statues have been toppled or vandalized around our 

country.  Even the 
Lincoln Memorial 
has been vandalized 
in the current wave 
of statue abuse. 

So, what to do? In a 
New York Times 
column Gail Collins 

opines that these are sensitive times and, “We could use a more efficient 
way to cycle out the pieces that have overstayed their welcome.  Suppose 
they just had expiration dates?  Every 20 years, a statue would come up for 
renewal.  A commission could hold hearings, take public comment and 
then issue a decree.” Ultimately the question is what makes someone or 
something worthy of having a monument to them erected? 

Personally, one of my favorite statues is the monument to the Boll 
Weevil in Enterprise, Alabama.  What did the boll weevil do in that area?  It 
almost completely destroyed their cotton crop.  So, why a monument to 
it?  The residents determined that the boll weevil forced them to introduce 
peanut farming in the area and diversify their crops which turned out to be 
much better for their economy in the long run.  Actually, a monument to a 
destructive pest can make sense.  I’m not holding my breath for a statue 
honoring Covid 19.  I’m holding my breath to see if I might possibly have 
Covid 19. 

I find it interesting that perhaps the most neglected of the 10 Com-
mandments says this, “You shall not make for yourself an image in the 
form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the par-
ents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me” (Exodus 
20:4-5, NIV)  

Why did God include this 
commandment?  Because 
worship of anything other 
than God is idolatry.  It’s 
amazing that while Moses 
was up on the mountain re-
ceiving this commandment 
from God, the Israelites were 
down in the valley violating 
it.  It is far too easy to violate 
it today also. 

Because of a change of 
thinking, times, and politics – some want older statues to come down.  We 
should only worship Jesus because he never changes.  The Bible says, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  Here is the 
bottom line: When the Lord Jesus Christ is the focus of all praise and wor-
ship, everything, and everyone else takes their rightful place. 

God bless, 
Pastor Frank 



 

T he upcoming documentary film “The Jesus Music” 
takes viewers on a journey through contemporary 

Christan music throughout the years as told by the biggest 
names in the genre. Coming out on Oct. 1, “The Jesus Music” 
is the “uplifting and untold story” of the roots of the Chris-
tian genre up to where it is today. The movie will feature 
firsthand testimonies from several singers, including Amy 
Grant, Kirk Franklin, Michael W. Smith, TobyMac and Lauren 
Daigle. "The universal power of music from these artists 
shine through from their messages of passion, sacrifice, and 
redemption that inspire millions of devoted listeners," ac-
cording to the film's synopsis. "The richness of hope that can 
land on someone's spirit via rhyme and melody and sound, I 
don't understand it," Daigle said in a trailer for the documen-
tary. Grant added, “A lot of hymns are ‘close your eyes sing-
ing to God, I wanted to sing with my eyes wide open, singing 
to each other.” The film also shows how the CCM genre was 
birthed in the midst of civil unrest in the 1960s.  Directed by 
the Erwin Brothers, the creators behind the hit film “I Can 
Only Imagine,” the film also gives viewers a glimpse into 
some of the battles that took place behind the scenes that 
help propel the genre. The documentary also features commentaries from Toby Mac, who divulges 
details he's never shared before, and Chris Tomlin, who discusses the relationship between God and 
music. Other artists included: DC Talk, John L. Cooper, for King and Country, CeCe Winans and Steven 
Curtis Chapman. 

Source: The Christian Post 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  

    

By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the li-
brary bookshelf, “I Would Die for 

You” by Brent & Deanna Higgins with 
excerpts from the journals of BJ Higgins. 
This is one student’s story of passion, 
service & faith. 

Brent Allen Higgins Jr. came into the 
world October 1, 1989.  He had two 
older sisters Whitney and Lauren and 
his parents wanted a boy.  The ultra-
sound indicated he was a girl and when 
he was born, and the doctor told Brent 
Sr. “You have a son.” he couldn’t be 
more pleased. 

BJ, Brent Jr.’s moniker at an early age 
showed signs of knowing who Christ 
was in his life and how he should be-
have.  He was never shy to witness to 
anyone and witness he did.  He went on 
a mission trip with Awe Star to Peru 
where they put on a play and called 
people to come to Christ.  Talking of his 
experiences there, afterward he could 
never give the short version of his story. 

He felt called to go to North Africa, to 
a country where it is illegal to ask Jesus 
into your life, but before that could 
happen, he became sick.  The prayers 
that went out for him were enormous, 
but God had other plans.  Early morning 
September 29, 2005, Brent Allen Higgins 
Jr. passed away.  The situation changed 
but the testimony was the same.  Brent 
Sr. joined Awe Star staff as vice presi-
dent of international operations.  Brent 
Sr. and Deanna led a group including 
Whitney and Lauren to the North Afri-
can country that God had called their 
son and brother, BJ.  

The group MercyMe became part of 
BJ’s legacy, and they have some very 
fine music.  There is a song they wrote 
called I Would Die for You.  Whenever I 
am reading, and I come across music 
that it talks about I usually have the 
Sonos play it.  It helps to add a dimen-
sion to the reading that is missing other-
wise. 

Please stay safe and read. 

T he scent of roasting coffee beans perme-
ates the Southeast Asian air. IMB worker 

Katelyn Summers* keeps careful track of the 
roasting time. 

Outside, high school student believers who 
have traveled from their home in Singapore lug 
bags of freshly picked coffee cherries to be pro-
cessed and dried. The students came to this 
Southeast Asian nation to serve as part of their 
church’s partnership with Katelyn in order to help 
introduce the Gospel to the people group among 
which she is working. 

Katelyn buys coffee cherries from the locals 
and then processes, roasts, and sells the coffee 
beans. Her coffee sourcing and selling provides 
the community with a livelihood and they provide 
Katelyn with an opportunity to share the Gospel. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial 
fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ in 
every town, every city, every state, and every 
nation. Your support through the Cooperative 
Program gives missionaries like Katelyn the op-
portunity to meet the needs of the communities 
they serve, both physically and spiritually. 

PRAY for Katelyn as she ministers to the peo-
ple she serves in Southeast Asia and that the Lord 
will lead many people from this nation to make a 
commitment of faith in Jesus. 

*name changed for security 

Source:  Southern Baptist Convention 



Submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

O n Sunday, August 29, a Muslim mob tried to forcibly stop 
Christians of Tibba Sultan, Vehari, from attending the inaugu-

ration ceremony of a newly constructed 
church. According to Baber Shaukat a social 
activist, when the Christians were preparing 
for Sunday service, a Muslim mob gathered 
around the church and told the congregation 
they could not use this church for worship. 

Members of the congregation called the 
police helpline number once students from 
the nearby Madrassah (Muslim seminary) also 
started joining the mob. The large group of 
around 300 to 400 people, were infuriated 
and insisted on the removal of the cross from 
the church and for the front elevation of the 
church to resemble a normal house. 

The inspector at the police station told the Christians, they had not 
informed him of the church’s construction earlier and suggested they 
remove the cross from the church for the time being, and they could 
try and reach a resolution later. 

The cross was removed and Pastor Rafaqat Yaqoob, lead the service 
in this newly constructed Church. The land for the church was bought 

by a brick kiln owner Mahar Yaseen whose wife likes the Christian peo-
ple, however the church of Nazreen supported the construction of the 

church. Shaukat further said, it is a Muslim dominated 
area and only a few Christian families are living around 
this church. He said that Imam Qaiser Sheikh and Allah 
Rakha, a labourer at the brick kiln were involved in 
causing the unrest. 

Let us pray. 

• Pray these Christians may not be fearful but will 
continue to meet and encourage one another in the 
faith. 

• Pray for Pastor Rafaqat Yaqoob as he leads his 
congregation. Pray for boldness and protection against 
targeted opposition. 

• Pray the Lord may use the presence of the church 
as a strong witness for the Gospel in this Muslim-dominated 
area. 

For more information on the persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 

Source: The Voice of the Martyrs 
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• The men are studying Biblical  

Covenant  

• The ladies are studying the Gospel of Luke  

6:30 pm 

Pastor Frank and Donna will be 
traveling in October. Although 
they have not completely 
finalized their plans it is likely 
they will not be here on Sunday,  
October 17 & 24,  as they will be 
visiting family and attending 
their nephew’s wedding in New 
Hampshire.  

http://www.persecution.com
mailto:newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com


Please direct any  
suggestions, corrections 

and/or articles for  
consideration to:  

newsletter@ 
lifewaychurchvista.com 
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Prayer and Praise 
• Please refer to “Church Around the World” to see how you can specifically 

pray for Pakistan. 

• Prayers for healing and recovery for Elaine and her friend, Ann, as well as 
Danny, Lynne and her roommate, and for Cathy’s father, Erwin, who is 
battling cancer and needs salvation. 

• Praise report for Lina who landed a new job! God orchestrated every step 
in her search! 

Verse of the Month 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

COLLEGE AND THE DECLINE OF AMERICAN MEN 

I n yet another indicator that they are not ok, 
men in America are abandoning higher educa-

tion in record numbers. According to the Wall Street 
Journal, at the end of the 2020 academic year, the 
percentage of male college students dropped to just 
over 40 percent. Soon, if current trend lines contin-
ue, one expert predicts, for every man who earns a 
college degree, two women will earn a degree. On 
one hand, this says as much about the state of higher 
education as it does young men. Simply put, the ROI 
of higher education is just not what it used to be. Not 
only are students bombarded by narrow, progressive 
ideologies with little real-world application, they 
often graduate with no marketable skill set, high 

levels of debt, 
and no com-
pelling vision 
for how to 
spend their 
lives. It 
shouldn’t 
surprise any-
one that there 
are 1.5 million 
fewer college 

students today than there were five years ago. Still, 
for men, who represent 71 percent of those aban-
doning higher education, return on investment 
is extra low. Not only are they overpaying for college, 
but at many schools they can expect to be consistent-
ly berated for things they have no control over, like 
for their ethnicity, or for simply being men. “No col-
lege wants to tackle the issue under the glare of gen-
der politics,” says enrollment expert Jennifer De-
lahunty. “The conventional view on campuses is that 
men make more money [and] hold higher positions. 
Why should we give them a little shove from high 
school to college?” In other words, it’s politically 

incorrect to help men succeed.   All of this is set 
against an even larger backdrop: “perpetual adoles-
cence.” While at other times and in other places, 
teenaged young men would be fighting battles or 
managing farms or embarking on grand adventures, 
today we punish them with low expectations. Teen-
agers, especially young men, are expected to care for 
nothing, have no job, and spend most of their 
time playing video games. Even worse, adolescence 
now extends to young people, especially young men, 
in their 20s and 30s. Young men in their 20s and 30s 
are aimless: refusing to grow up, addicted to pornog-
raphy, and spending their time and money in digital 
fantasy worlds. By excusing their so-called “Peter Pan 
Syndrome,” we’ve subjected them to a tyranny of 
low expectations.   All of this points to a central prob-
lem. Having abandoned moral and creational norms, 
we’ve no idea what to do with human beings, espe-
cially men To paraphrase T.S. Eliot, before we know 
what to do with something, we need to know what 
that something is for. We’ll never know what to do 
with men, especially young men, if we don’t know 
what men are for. The answer is not to reject mascu-
linity as inherently evil, as many tend to do, including 
Christians. Instead, the answer is to define masculini-
ty from a Christian worldview. Embedded in the Crea-
tion story is a unique grounding for the dignity of 
both men and women. We also find definitions for 
their purpose as male and female. In fact, Jesus 
pointed to God’s creational intent for creating hu-
mans as male and female when asked about male 
responsibility in marriage. In that answer and 
throughout His ministry, Jesus confronted men, even 
young men, with higher expectations: action instead 
of passivity, protection instead of abuse, faithfulness 
instead of abandonment.  

Source: The Christian Post 

By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is with 
me—a prayer to the God of my life. 

Psalm 42:8 


