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C enturies before the invention of the social media that is so preva-
lent in our culture today Acts 17:23 describes the culture of Athens 

this way, “All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their 
time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.”  
Sounds like our cultures would be pretty comfortable with each other even 
though the Athenians couldn’t tweet or snap chat. 

Acts then describes how Paul interjected the God of the Bible into the 
scene.  “Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: 
‘People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  For as I 
walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found 
an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So, you are ignorant of 
the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.  And he is not 
served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives 
everyone life and breath and everything else.’”  

John 4:22 records a somewhat  similar statement from Jesus to the Sa-
maritan woman.  “You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we wor-
ship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.”   According to most 
recent surveys that I have seen, only around three percent of the American 
population identifies itself as Atheist.  While the majority of our country 
appears to believe in some kind of God, spiritual presence, or higher power, 
we have much differing opinion on who or what that god or power is or 
how to please him or her.  Paul could very easily be speaking to Americans 
today when he said, “I see you are very religious, but your god is unknown.”  
Many Americans desire to use God for forgiveness of mistakes and hope for 
a life after this one.  Far too many simply believe that if we do enough good 

things, we’ll be okay with God.  One thing that is becoming pretty clear 
about how our culture feels about “our unknown god” is that this power 
wants us to be happy and would never ask us to do anything that we don’t 
want to do. 

The sad reality is that the true God of the Bible is an “unknown God” to 
far too many of the people of our nation.  The people of Athens loved to 
talk about the latest ideas and so do Americans, but the truth is that for 
Followers of Jesus our true calling is to make the “unknown God” known to 
everyone we know. 

When we shared testimonies after our 4o days of seeking God it ap-
peared to me that most of what people shared fell into one of two catego-
ries: 

1. Evangelism 

2. Helping people in need 

I am hoping that we will re-commit ourselves to these two great callings 
as they are two very positive ways to make an unknown God known. Paul 
had the courage to stand up for an unknown God and we must also.  The 
implications and the rewards are eternal.  

 

God bless, 
Pastor Frank 



 

KIRK CAMERON, KENDRICK BROTHERS 
REUNITE FOR NEW CHRISTIAN FILM 
14 YEARS AFTER ‘FIREPROOF’  

A ctor Kirk Cameron and the filmmaker 
brothers Alex and Stephen Kendrick have 

reunited for a new feature film based on a true 
story. It’s the first time they've come together 
since the success of “Fireproof.” “It’s been 14 years 
since we shot the movie 'Fireproof,'” filmmaker 
and actor Alex Kendrick shared on Instagram. 
We’re excited to be working with Kirk Cameron 
again on this new feature!” In a subsequent post 
that included a photo of both Kendrick and Camer-
on, the “Growing Pains” actor is seen in character 
sporting grey hair.  “It’s a blast to be shooting a 
feature with Kirk Cameron again! The film crosses 
two decades, so we get to see him age almost 20 
years,” Kendrick explained. “It’s a true story with 
lots of action, humor, and heart!” While promoting 

his TBN series “One on One” in 2019, Cameron 
revealed to The Christian Post that he and the 
Kendrick brothers were going to be reuniting on 
the big screen for the first time since their success 
of “Fireproof.” The 2008 Christian drama was a 
success at the box office, paving the way for other 
faith-based films. Now the trio is looking to relive 
that movie magic with a new project in the works. 
"I literally haven't told anybody about this yet, but 
I'm in the very early stages of developing a brand 
new film with the Kendrick brothers,” Cameron 
told CP at the time. “They just came out with 
'Overcomer' and this will be my first big movie 
back in the movie theaters since ‘Fireproof,’ and 
we're going to be doing it together," he added. 
Cameron said the film was his idea and he'd be 
collaborating with the brothers in creating and 
starring in it.  

Source: The Christian Post 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, A Mystery and the Minister’s 

Wife book, “Beauty Shop Tales”,   by Beth 
Patillo 

Since moving to Copper Mill, Kate 
Hanlon seems to have a nose for a mys-
tery. 

The house between the parsonage and 
the Faith Briar Church was for sale.  The 
owner, Mavis Bixby had moved away 
about a year ago.  When Kate went to the 
gossip mill, the local beauty shop the 
women there were very close mouthed 
about Mavis, but she felt they knew more 
than they were telling.   

So off she is to solve the mystery of 
Mavis Bixby.  She finds out someone else 
was looking for her as well, a seedy look-
ing character in leather and pierc-
ings.  Hmmm.  This leads her to more 
than she bargains for when handsome 
Marshal Alex Wright shows up and takes 
her and Renee Lambert one of Kate’s 
beauty shop friends on the adventure of 
their life.  Will she find Mavis Bixby and 
ease her sleuthing itch?  Read all about it 
in Beauty Shop Tales. 

Please stay safe.  
M any Filipinos do not have a personal 

relationship with God. This was once 
true of BJ, a Filipino high school student. BJ’s 
brother, Melbert, 
became a Christian 
after he began read-
ing the Bible. Mel-
bert shared the 
Gospel with BJ, and 
he chose to commit 
his life to Christ. 

The brothers 
began attending the 
house church of IMB missionaries Wade and Sha-
ron Sigrest. Wade began teaching and discipling 
BJ and Melbert and saw God work in BJ’s life. BJ 
shared God’s Word with his high school class-
mates and even started a Bible study with a group 
of friends at school. BJ now desires to attend Bible 
school and become a pastor after he graduates 

from high school. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial 
fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ in 

every town, every city, 
every state, and every na-
tion. Your support through 
the Cooperative Program 
allows missionaries like the 
Sigrests to teach and disci-
ple individuals about Jesus 
and His plan for their lives. 

PRAY for Wade and Sharon 
as they disciple Filipino 

Christians, as well as for BJ to have the opportuni-
ty to attend Bible school as he follows God’s call 
to become a pastor. 

Source:  Southern Baptist Convention 



Submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

U nidentified assailants killed 15 
Christians who were gathered 

for a baptismal service on the evening of 
May 18th. The attack took place in the 
village of Adjarara, which is located in 
northern Burkina Faso, near the border 
with Mali. 

The attackers also torched the village 
and caused injury to a surviving man. 
While no group has claimed responsibil-
ity, the Sahel region has encountered 
increasing terrorist activities from groups 
affiliated with al-Qaeda and Islamic State 
West Africa, often based in neighbouring 
Mali. In response to the incident, Todd Nettleton from VOM 
USA states: "15 of our brothers and sisters [in Christ] were killed. 
Somebody needs to be paying attention to this." 

Please lift up to the Lord in prayer the loved ones of the 
victims who were slaughtered during this recent attack. 
May God's people rally around those in mourning, ex-
tending the love and care of Christ to their grieving 
brothers and sisters. Remember the surviving injured 
victim and others in the village who have had their 
properties destroyed, as well as those who are now 
potentially facing the risk of future violence. Pray that 
the militants responsible will be held accountable for 
their crimes, but also that God would take hold of their 
hearts and reveal to them the error of their ways. 

For more information on the persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 

Sources: Mission Network News, North Africa Journal, Reuters, Interna-
tional Christian Concern 
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 Pray that believers find peace in Christ. 
Photo: The Voice of the Martyrs USA  

We need help in the  
following areas: 
 
• Ushers/Greeter 

• Nursery Caregivers 

• Children’s Teachers 

http://www.persecution.com
mailto:newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com


The father of a righteous child has great joy; a man who 
fathers a wise son rejoices in him.  

Proverbs 23:24 

Church Staff 

Frank Keeler 
Pastor 

Becky Kline 
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David Kline 
Deacon 

Danny Zenner 
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Barbara Jarvis 
Financial Secretary 
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Treasurer 
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Dagna Stencel 
Librarian, 
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Newsletter Editor, 

Digital Marketing & 
Webmaster 

Please direct any  
suggestions, corrections 

and/or articles for  
consideration to:  

newsletter@ 
lifewaychurchvista.com 

Prayer and Praise 
• Continued prayers for Danny to find relief from his back pain until he is able to 

receive proper and effective treatment.  

• Continued prayers for Cheryl-Ann’s cousin Buboy. Cheryl-Ann is hoping to raise 
funds to help pay for his chemo treatment. 

• Please for Andrew Pieper’s parents Tom and Marti Pieper. His mom sustained 
injuries from falling off her bike. She will be OK but writes for a living and not 
sure how much she'll be able to work and taking of my dad who has early onset 
dementia is already difficult.  

Verse of the Month 

O nly 6% of Americans have a "biblical 
worldview," according to research from 

notable evangelical pollster George Barna released 
as part of a new endeavor with the Christian con-
servative advocacy organization Family Research 
Council. In a statement Wednesday, FRC announced 
that Barna, who founded the influential evangelical 
polling organization Barna Group, joined the organi-
zation as a senior fellow of their newly launched 
Center for Biblical Worldview. FRC President Tony 
Perkins said that the center is "designed to give 
Christians a firm foundation so that they can engage 
the culture by being rooted in God’s Word." “Every 
Christian can and should obtain a biblical worldview 
— which is only achieved when a person believes 
that the Bible is true, authoritative, and then taught 
how it is applicable to every area of life, which ena-
bles them to live out those beliefs," Perkins stressed 
in a statement. As part of the center's launch, FRC 
released research conducted by Barna's Meta-
formation research group. Some of the new report 
includes questions and data compiled for the Ameri-

can Worldview Inventory produced by the Barna-led 
Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian Uni-
versity. The data found, among other things, that 
while 51% of American adults said they have a 
“biblical worldview, only 6% of American adults 
actually hold this worldview. Barna drew the conclu-
sion of inconsistency among the 51% reporting a 
biblical worldview by noting that many of the ques-
tions to determine worldview found this group 
technically outside of what the pollster defined as a 
“biblical worldview.” For example, of the 51%, 49% 
said that reincarnation was a possibility after they 
die. Meanwhile, only 33% said they believed that 
“human beings are born with a sinful nature and 
can only be saved from the consequences of sin by 
Jesus Christ.” Data for the research came from a 
May survey featuring a nationally representative 
sample of 1,000 adults, with a sampling error of 
about plus or minus 3.2 percentage points. 

Source: The Christian Post 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

ONLY 6% OF AMERICANS HAVE A ‘BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW,’ RESEARCH FROM 
GEORGE BARNA FINDS  

https://frc.org/
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