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W hen I was growing up my life generally centered around three 
things – church, school and sports. Church because my dad was 

also a pastor and I was at church a lot. School because, you know, every-
body had to go to school. Sports because, well, I just loved sports and 
played them pretty much every day. When I talked 
about seasons it wasn’t spring, summer and fall it 
was baseball, basketball and football. The picture 
included with this article shows the trophies that I 
won playing sports. Growing up they meant a lot 
to me because they represented my accomplish-
ment doing something I loved. As I grew older 
they found a resting place in my parent's attic and 
then in our garage up in the rafters. This year 
when my daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter 
moved in with us we had to make space for some 
of their things.  So after all of those years of hold-
ing onto them it is now time to get rid of them. 

It reminds me of the words the classic hymn  
"The Old Rugged Cross," which reads: 

"I'll cherish the old rugged cross  
Till my trophies at last I lay down 
I will cling to the old rugged cross 
And exchange it some day for a crown" 

I remember being so thrilled with some of those awards that I could just 
sit and stare at them for I remember being so thrilled with some of those 
awards that I could just sit and stare at them for extended periods of time 
but now they just take up space and will really have no trade in value except 
in my memories. 

Dr. James Dobson speaks often on this topic saying that, "life will trash 
your trophies" and cautions us not to focus on earthly accomplishments but 

on Resurrection day. Dobson recounts that when he was 18 years old, he 
dreamed of seeing his name on a tennis trophy in the trophy case at Point 
Loma Nazarene University, the school where he earned his first degree. His 
dream was ultimately realized and his name was engraved on that tennis 

trophy. But 15 years after that accomplishment he received a 
phone call from a friend who told him that he had found that 
trophy in the dumpster behind one of the university's admin-
istration buildings. The friend refurbished the trophy and 
made sure Dobson got it. "What I learned from that was a 
very valuable lesson. I learned that if you live long enough, life 
will trash your trophies. I don't care what they are, whatever 
your accomplishments, whatever you think is the most im-
portant thing you've done. Sooner or later, it won't matter. If 
you want to know what will stand the test of time, I think I 
can tell you, it's what I call the end-of-life test. Project your-
self to the end of your life, and when you're there and you're 
looking back, what will matter to you then? You know what 
will matter most? What will matter most is who you loved, 
who loved you, and what you did in the service of the Lord. 
There is nothing else that will stand the test of time." 

If you look closely at the picture of my trophies you will see 
that some of them have not stood the test of time well.  That is why it is so 
important to invest our lives well.  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 



 

Virtuous VR Gaming released its debut VR 
game, “DvG: Conquering Giants,” just in time for 
the holidays, and the reimagined immersive experi-
ence based on the 
biblical story of David 
and Goliath sets out to 
provide wholesome 
content for gamers.  

“Games are fun, 
engaging, and a pow-
erful medium to con-
nect with others. 
There is a lot of game 
content out there 
that’s morally degrading, and we wanted ‘DvG’ to 
tilt the scales more toward the wholesome and 
family-friendly,” concept creator of “DvG: Conquer-
ing Giants,” and former Hollywood visual effects 
artist Jarom Sidwell (“The Avengers,” “Avatar,” 
“The Hobbit”) told The Christin Post in an inter-
view. 

Sidwell shifted his focus from Hollywood to 
create education-based experiences in virtual and 
augmented reality. VVRG also endeavors to create 
high quality and family-friendly projects. “DvG” is 
published by VVRG, a new company founded by 
CEO Bill Issler and Executive Director Kevin Nguyen, 
who served on the executive leadership teams for 
Saddleback and Mariner’s churches in California. 

“In ‘DvG,’ gamers will be transported back in 
time as they embark on a 
brand-new and fully interac-
tive adventure as they play 
the part of David, the young 
shepherd boy tasked with 
protecting his sheep, family 
and country from the dan-
gers of the outside world. 
Featuring two difficulty levels 
of play (casual and intense), 
users will fend off ravenous 

wolves, ferocious lions and massive bears before 
battling the giant himself (Goliath),” the game’s 
synopsis reads. “DvG” is available on Oculus, VIVE 
and SteamVR platforms. 

Source: The Christian Post 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  

By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, “Stepping Heavenward One 

Woman’s Journey to Godliness” by Mrs. 
E. Prentiss.  

This is a journal written by a young 
girl.  The journal starts on January 15, 
1831 when Katherine turns 16.  It tells all 
the secrets she can only write in a jour-
nal.  She falls in and out of love and in 
and out of favor with her best friend 
Amelia.  She gets married to a doctor and 
has children.  It is an interesting way to 
experience a person’s life to read her 
journal.  You experience her inner an-
guish about her walk with God.  She tries 
so hard to be like the angel she perceives 
her Mother to be but her outspokenness 
and temper get in the way.  She experi-
ences disappointments and illness-
es.  Sometimes there are years between 
entries in the journal and you have to 
imagine what went on in her life during 
those times.  There are times when she is 
seriously ill and not able to write.  But 
during that time of illness she discovers 
the mystery she always had wanted to 
solve, to love Christ and to know that she 
loved Him, to have a Christ-like love that 
gladdens, sweetens, solaces other 
lives.  The last entry is June 30, 1858 and 
her journal is completed.  She is a wiser, 
happier person. 

Stay safe, read books while you stay at 
home.   

By Shira Campbell 

It's so hard to describe 2020 in words, about 
the best description I can use: 
People were so afraid to die, they 
stopped living. So my question to 
them would be why? What makes 
you want to live so badly, that you 
literally gave up living? 2020 liter-
ally brought out the ugliness of 
men's hearts, yet it also brought 
out the best in a lot of people.  

To me Proverbs 1, brings out 
what 2020 was all about, the 
difference between those living in a bubble created 
by lies and deception from those walking in the 
darkness of evil, and those walking in the light of 
God's truth. People are crying out for some sem-
blance of truth, they are frightened of what is hap-

pening, and it's our responsibility to help them, to 
minister to their needs, their concerns, to share 
with them the gift of a new life through Christ and 

it's their choice to accept or refuse. 
Therefore do not walk in fear of the 
consequences from what your Gov-
ernment could do to you, but walk in 
fear of the consequences of denying 
the responsibility given to you by God.  

2021 God is still in charge and it is his 
laws that come before man's laws. We 
need to awake, wipe the sleep from 
our eyes and seek out and gather His 
lost sheep, for the time has come to 

renew our Covenant with God as a Nation, so 
shield yourself with the Armor of God, and bring 
light into this dark and faceless world. 

https://www.dvgthegame.com/


Sources: The Christian Post and submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

International Criminal Court prosecutor: Violence 
in Nigeria merits an ICC investigation 

I nternational Criminal Court prosecutor Fatou Bensouda recent-
ly announced that enough evidence of crimes against humanity 

exist in Nigeria to meet the criteria for opening an investigation. Ben-
souda’s investigation accused both Islamist 
terrorist groups and the Nigerian military of 
crimes against humanity. The lists of offenses 
are extensive. 

“Specifically, my Office has concluded that 
there is a reasonable basis to believe that 
members of Boko Haram and its splinter 
groups have committed the following acts 
constituting crimes against humanity and 
war crimes: murder; rape, sexual slavery, in-
cluding forced pregnancy and forced mar-
riage; enslavement; torture; cruel treatment; 
outrages upon personal dignity; taking of hos-
tages; intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population or 
against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities; inten-
tionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, 
units or vehicles involved in a humanitarian assistance; intentionally 
directing attacks against buildings dedicated to education and to plac-
es of worship and similar institutions; conscripting and enlisting chil-
dren under the age of fifteen years into armed groups and using them 

to participate actively in hostilities; persecution on gender and reli-
gious grounds; and other inhumane acts. 

“While my office recognizes that the vast majority of criminality 
within the situation is attributable to non-state actors, we have also 
found a reasonable basis to believe that members of the Nigerian 

Security Forces (NSF) have committed the following acts 
constituting crimes against humanity and war crimes: 
murder, rape, torture, and cruel treatment; enforced 
disappearance; forcible transfer of population; outrages 
upon personal dignity; intentionally directing attacks 
against the civilian population as such and against indi-
vidual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities; unlaw-
ful imprisonment; conscripting and enlisting children 
under the age of fifteen years into armed forces and 
using them to participate actively in hostilities; persecu-

tion on gender and political grounds; and other inhumane 
acts,” Bensouda wrote in the Dec. 11 announcement. 
Nigeria made some efforts to end the violence, she said in 
the report. However, its work failed to bring justice in the 

cases that merit the International Criminal Court’s interests. Please 
pray for the churches and Christians of Nigeria who are targeted in 
the vast majority of these attacks. 

For more information on the Persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 

Email submissions to 

newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com 

We will resume our studies on 
Wednesday, January 6 on Zoom only 
until further notice.  

Mourners attend the funeral of 43 farm workers 
in Zabarmari, about 20km from Maiduguri, 

Nigeria, on November 29, 2020 after they were 
killed by Boko Haram fighters in rice fields near 
the village of Koshobe on November 28, 2020 

 Turf—we hope to be installing the 
turf in January 

 Solar—we have our permit and 
are waiting for an installation date 

https://www.icommittopray.com/request/2104/aikhun-plot/
https://www.icommittopray.com/request/2104/aikhun-plot/
http://www.persecution.com
mailto:newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com
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Prayer and Praise 

 O God, your days are without beginning and without end. We dedicate this coming 
year to you. Give us such prosperity as you know is good for us, and make us abound 
in doing whatever is pleasing to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Source: Mozarabic Collect for New Year

Verse of the Month 

A group of concerned parents of trans-identifying 
teenagers have erected another billboard drawing 
attention to the harms of the medicalization of gen-
der after being censored earlier this month. 

This third billboard is located near a children's 
hospital in Los Angeles that is home to a large 
transgender youth clinic and a prominent doctor 
who is actively gender-transitioning children.  

The father of a trans-identifying teenage girl 
who's spearheading the effort said in an interview 
with The Christian Post that he's determined to 
never stop fighting for his children. He spoke with 
CP on condition of anonymity because of potential 
repercussions to his family.  

Like a previous billboard that was put up near 
Kaiser West-LA earlier this month but taken down 
within 48 hours following "complaints from the 
community," the message was the same. 

The text reads: "Why do so many of our youth 
think they are transgender? Know the facts before 
making a life changing choice. Read this book."  

The text is written alongside the cover of journal-
ist Abigail Shrier's book, Irreversible Damage: The 
Transgender Craze Seducing Our Daughters, which 
was released earlier this summer and scrutinizes the 
sudden, skyrocketing rates of teenage girls and 
young women self-identifying as the opposite sex 
and the medical practices that are irreparably harm-
ing their bodies.  

Source:  The Christian Post 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably 
with reverence and awe, for our ’God is a consuming fire.’ 

Hebrews 12:28-29 


