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I  have been reading through the book of Exodus in my own personal 
study time and there is always one part of the story that confounds 

me.  

Exodus 8:8-10 (NIV) 8  Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, 
"Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and my people, and I will 
let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD." 9  Moses said to Pharaoh, 
"I leave to you the honor of setting the time for me to pray for you and your 
officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, 
except for those that remain in the Nile."  “Tomorrow," Pharaoh said. Mo-
ses replied, "It will be as you say, so that you may know there is no one like 
the LORD our God.  

The nation of Israel was enslaved in Egypt. God had sent Moses to tell 
Pharaoh to set Israel free and let them leave Egypt. Pharaoh had refused 
and God began to send plagues upon the land of Egypt as a means of chang-
ing Pharaoh's mind. The second plague was frogs and they were every-
where. Think about the problems the plague of frogs brought to Egypt. 
Frogs in bed, frogs in the kitchen, frogs in the den, frogs in the oven, frogs in 
the yard! Finally, Pharaoh could stand it no longer. He called for Moses, the 
Servant of God. Pharaoh knew that God was the answer and Yahweh gives 
Pharaoh the option to choose whenever he would like the frogs to be gone. 
And here is Pharaoh's unbelievable answer. Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow!" His 
answer seems unbelievable. There are frogs in his food, frogs in his bed, 
frogs in his clothes, frogs everywhere and God was ready to remove the 
frogs instantly. The decision was up to Pharaoh. And he said, “Tomorrow!” 
It was as though he was saying "Give me one more night with the frogs."  In 
light of the circumstances, how could Pharaoh possibly have chosen one 
more night of the unpleasantness of slimy frogs everywhere? How could he 
possibly have chosen one more night with those frogs? It was a strange 
decision on Pharaoh's part. However, before we pass judgment on Pharaoh 
and conclude that he was out of his mind, it is important to ask “What 
about the frog situation in my life, or your life?” You know, the things like: 
 

 Pride 
 Covetousness 
 Lust 
 Anger 
 Gluttony 
 Envy 
 Sloth 

Things we may hate in our life but aren’t necessarily too eager to get rid 
of. They are as ugly as frogs! All of them! Frogs that cause difficulty and grief 
regularly for us and keep us from living God’s best. They plague us morning, 
noon and night. They can weigh us down hour by hour and day by day.  Still, 
somehow, we have a strange attachment to them. 

Moses was sent by God to deal with the frog problem in Egypt. Jesus was 
sent by God the Father to deal with the frog situation in our lives. God was 
standing by. He was ready to remove the frogs that troubled the Egyptians 
whenever they were willing to ask. Likewise, the Lord is standing by ready 
and willing and able to help us deal with the troublesome frogs (habits, sins, 
addictions…) of our life whenever we are willing to ask Him to intervene. 

When Pharaoh was asked when, he replied, "Tomorrow is soon enough." 
Essentially, he was saying, "Give me one more night with the frogs." God is 
asking us this same question. When do you want me to take care of your 
frogs? 

Don’t spend one more night with the frogs. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 
6:2 “For he says, ‘In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of sal-
vation I helped you.’  I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the 
day of salvation.” Whatever your need, His grace is sufficient and He is 
ready to start now. 

God bless, 
Pastor Frank 



 

REDEEMING LOVE 

C oming out in 2021 is the adaptation of the 
bestselling novel Redeeming Love written 

by Francine Rivers. 

Produced by Roma Downey 
("The Bible”) and Cindy Bond (“I 
Can Only Imagine”) “Redeeming 
Love” is scheduled for a spring 
release. "This book has literally 
changed countless lives, and this 
movie will change, I believe, 
even substantially more lives," 
Bond, the producer, says in the 
trailer. An unidentified actress in 
the clip of the trailer admits that she is not a be-
liever but the book is making her reconsider her 
choice. "I'm not a Christian, and this book makes 
me want to believe,” the actress says. Redeeming 
Love by Francine Rivers has remained on multiple 
fiction bestseller lists for over 15 years, sold over 3 
million copies, and has been published in more 

than 30 languages. The book is based on the Old 
Testament book Hosea and, like the novel, the film 
is set in the backdrop of the California Gold Rush of 
1850. 

“The story centers on Angel (Abigail Cowen of “I 
Still Believe”) who was sold into prostitution as a 

child. She has survived 
through hatred and self-
loathing, until she meets 
Michael Hosea (Tom Lewis of 
“Gentlemen Jack”) and dis-
covers there is no broken-
ness that love can’t heal. The 
story reflects the redemptive 
power of unconditional and 
sacrificial love with charac-

ters and circumstances relevant to the contempo-
rary world,”  

Source: The Christian Post 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, “Nowhere to be Found” by 

Emily Thomas.  

Anne Gibson has gone back with her 
two children to live in the town she grew 
up in.  Her great Aunt Edie had left her a 
beautiful 3 story Victorian house that she 
was to transform into a town li-
brary.  While the renovations were going 
on, she stumbles onto a hidden room 
with a writing desk and a wedding picture 
of Edie and a mystery groom.  In the desk 
is a manuscript of a story about Ruth and 
Harry.  Was the story a telling of Edie and 
who was he?  You see, no one knew that 
Edie had been married.  Anne can’t rest 
until she finds out the story behind the 
manuscript’s story and the wedding pic-
ture. 

Emily Thomas is a group of writers 
who have come together to create the 
Secrets of the Blue Hill Library.  This au-
thor is Kristin Eckhardt. 

Please stay safe until we can gather 
again.  

M oving from Denver to an unheard-of 
town in Idaho was not in the Snyders’ 

plans. But it fit where they felt the Holy Spirit was 
guiding them—to help a dying church come back 
to life and reach its community. 

In 2018, they launched the replant of Calvary 
Church Nampa. The neighborhoods around the 
once-vibrant church are now aging and declining 
with a mix of Anglo and Hispanic residents. Drugs 
are a big problem—so are poverty and depres-
sion. 

But with a strategic outreach to get to know 
and serve their neighbors, the Snyders are seeing 
God move—and now more than one hundred are 
worshipping and growing in faith together. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM (CP) is the fi-
nancial fuel for reaching every person for Jesus 
Christ in every town, every city, every state, and 
every nation. Your support of both CP and THE 
ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING is allowing 
missionaries like the Snyders to replant dying 
churches and help them renew their mission and 
calling to be the light of Jesus in their communi-
ties. 

PRAY for the Snyders to have wisdom in how 
best to serve and reach Nampa and that neigh-
bors will be drawn to the hope of the Gospel. 

Source:  Southern Baptist Convention 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/


Source: The Voice of the Martyrs and the BBC, submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

FOCUS ON CHINA 

W omen imprisoned in China’s 
network of internment camps 

in Xinjiang are subject to horrific torture, 
systematic rape, and sexual abuse as the 
country's Communist leadership seeks to 
"destroy" those it sees as a threat, a graph-
ic new report has revealed. A report from 
the BBC highlights interviews from several 
former detainees and a guard who shared 
firsthand accounts of their horrific experi-
ences in China's internment camps in the Xinjiang region. Estimates 
suggest that over 1 million to as many as 3 million Uyghur Muslims 
and other minority groups in Western China have been subject to 
these internment camps, which are intended to strip Uyghurs and 
other minorities “of their culture, language and religion, and indoctri-
nate them into mainstream Chinese culture.”Tursunay Ziawudun, a 

woman who spent nine months inside one of these 
camps before fleeing to the U.S., told the BBC that 
women were removed from the cells "every night" 
and raped by one or more masked Chinese men. 
She said she was tortured and later gang-raped on 
three occasions, each time by two or three men. 
She also recalled how police tortured her with elec-
tric shocks and, in one instance, violently abused 
her when she was unsure of her husband’s wherea-
bouts, kicking her with their heavy boots. Because 
of the severity of the abuse, rape, and torture, 

Ziawudun said that there were “many people in those cells who lost 
their minds." "Their goal is to destroy everyone," she said. "And every-
body knows it," says Gulzira Auelkhan, a Kazakh woman from Xinjiang 
who was detained for 18 months in the camp system. 

For more information on the persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 

Email submissions to 

newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com 

Our Bible study groups continue to 
meet on Wednesdays on Zoom only 
until further notice.  

We are considering possible plans 
for VBS. Please speak with Cheryl-
Ann if you are willing to volunteer. 

VBS 2021 

We are continuing to accept entries to 
our weekly photo contest. Please 
email/text your entries to Pastor Frank 
and/or Donna by noon every Friday. 
Winning photos will be hung in the 
church hallways. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55794071
https://www.christianpost.com/news/shackled-and-beaten-an-inside-look-at-chinas-concentration-camps-for-muslims.html
http://www.persecution.com
mailto:newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com
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Prayer and Praise 
 Continued prayers for Lina’s friend, Christina McNabb, and her children, Jaeden 

and Nyah. Her oldest son, Darius, who was only 23 years old, passed away early 
last month.

 Pastor Frank and Donna’s son-in-law’s family. His uncle, Mark, who has COVID was 
for the first time in about two weeks pronounced “better” but still has a guarded 
and serious condition. Please pray for his wife Robin and for Chris and Rachel who 
are very concerned and sad. Also, their granddaughter Mac’s left eyesight. She will 
be seeing a pediatric ophthalmologist.

 Praise report for a negative result of Shira Elyse Campbell’s breast biopsy.

Verse of the Month 

A  high school student in Illinois will face a 
disciplinary hearing this week over her re-

fusal to participate in 
the school’s gender 
and sexuality program 
after her parents re-
quested that she be 
exempt from the re-
quirement. A national 
religious freedom legal 
nonprofit sent a de-
mand letter to the 
Illinois Mathematics 
and Science Academy 
in Aurora on Tuesday, 
arguing that the three-year residential public school 
unlawfully denied religious accommodations to 
Marcail McBride to excuse her from attending the 
school’s Student Gender and Sexuality Program. 
According to the letter sent by two First Liberty In-
stitute lawyers, the McBrides have “repeatedly com-
municated” to the school that the required program 
“violates Marcail’s religious beliefs, yet the school 
continues to pressure Marcail, demanding that she 
complete the program or face punishment,” the 
letter states. 

The legal group reports that the student was 
informed on Monday that she will have a discipli-
nary hearing this week. Bottom of Form 

Tami Armstrong, the head of the school’s public 
affairs office, told CP on Tuesday that school Presi-

dent José Torres has not received 
the letter via email or mail. Howev-
er, she clarified that the school has 
reached out to the student's par-
ents and offered an "alternative 
solution that will resolve this 
matter." 

"IMSA embraces an inclusive envi-
ronment where all students feel 
supported and are extended a 
sense of belonging regardless of 
race, class, gender, religion, acces-

sibility, and socioeconomic status identity," the 
school stressed in a formal statement. "We are es-
pecially committed to a community enriched and 
enhanced by diverse perspectives which are recog-
nized, respected and seen as a source of strength." 
In November, the family submitted a formal written 
request to the school's leadership, saying the pro-
gram “forces Marcail to participate in activities and 
discussions regarding human sexuality that require, 
pressure, or coerce her to violate her religious prin-
ciples.” According to the letter, students who partic-
ipate in the program “use sexual language to identi-
fy sexual preferences and gender identity.” 

Source:  The Christian Post 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

But he knows the way I take; when he has tested me, I will 
come forth as gold. My feet have closely followed his steps; 
I have kept to his way without turning aside. 

Job 23:10-11 (NIV) 


