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D o you remember going to a fair or amusement park which had the 
specially designed mirrors that made you look tall and skinny or 

short and fat or distorted your appearance in some way?  Usually it was 
good for a hearty laugh at the thought that you 
might look like that but you didn’t walk away 
thinking that you actually looked the way you 
appeared in the mirror because you  knew that 
the mirror was designed to make you look 
ridiculous.  But imagine if you walked away 
from your glance at the mirror honestly believ-
ing that you had somehow changed to look like 
the image that had looked back at you!  Your 
immediate reaction would probably be to fig-
ure out how to get back to what looked like 
before. 

As Americans we are now at the end of a 
presidential election cycle unlike any I have 
seen in my lifetime.  I believe that once again 
the election and campaigns do not truly reflect who we would like to be as a 
country. 

 What I fear is that our country will treat this election like a fun house 
mirror.  We will look at the candidates, have a good laugh or a good cry and 
then walk away saying, that’s not who we really.  The problem is that our 
two candidates really do reflect our country’s heart right now whether or 
not we want to admit it.  We would simply rather look at the mirror then 
walk away and forget what we saw.  The Book of James talks about this in 
verses 21-24 of chapter 1, “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil 
that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can 
save you.   22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it 
says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at 
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.”   

The truth is at this time we are not a Godly, moral country and it is easy 
to get a glimpse of who we are and then walk away unfazed.  The truth is 
that as followers of Jesus Christ it is time for us to get rid of all the moral 

filth and evil that is so prevalent and accept the 
seed of God’s word planted in us and help it 
grow. It is time to be doers of the word and not 
merely hearers.  It is time for us to be pleased 
when we look into the mirror of God’s word. 
Jesus said that we are the light of the world.  In 
a battle of light and darkness, the light will AL-
WAYS win. The darkness cannot stand against 
the light.  Jesus continued on to say that “A city 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bushel. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to eve-
ryone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  

Is your light on the stand or under a bushel? 

My challenge is for you to look in a mirror.  In our culture it shouldn’t be 
hard to find one.  Be honest about what you see both on the outside and 
into the depths of your soul. Take a moment to allow God to speak to you 
about the image that you see.  Don’t just walk away. 

More important than for our country’s future than who will be elected 
president for the next four years is what the church of Jesus Christ will do 
with the light it has been given. 



 

A ward-winning filmmakers Alex and Ste-
phen Kendrick announced they will be 

rereleasing their blockbuster film “Courageous” 
with new scenes and a new 
ending.  The fourth film from 
Sherwood Pictures is scheduled 
to be rereleased next year in 
theaters. The brothers said 
viewers “will get to see what 
happens to many of the charac-
ters ten years later! It’s a new 
ending with a few surprises!” 
“Courageous” was originally 
released in 2011 and grossed a 
total of $35.2 million, over 17 
times its $2 million budget.  

The Christian film follows 
Sheriff's deputy Adam Mitchell 
(Alex Kendrick) who “endures a 
terrible personal tragedy that 
causes him to question what is 
really important to him. Taking comfort in his reli-
gion, Adam vows to become a better parent to his 
teenage son (Rusty Martin), and convinces his 
friends on the force to sign a pledge that they will 
all strive to become better Christians and better 
parents,” the film synopsis reads.  

The successful Christian filmmakers are also 
gearing up to release a new film in the new year, 
following the success of “Overcomer, which was 
released in 2019. Alex Kendrick attended the 28th 
annual Movieguide Awards earlier this year where 
he revealed the plans.  "We are shooting a movie 

this summer,” the actor told The 
Christian Post in an interview at the 
popular award show that honors 
faith and family content.  “We're 
very excited about that and it's a 
true story and it's going to grab 
your heart. We love it!” he ex-
claimed.  The popular Christian 
actor said he and his brother, Ste-
phen, who's also his producing part-
ner, “love the subject matter and 
what's going to happen” as a result 
of it.Top of Form 

“We think it's a very timely movie,” 
he noted. Kendrick said he expects 
the film to be released in 2021. The 
brothers are used to making origi-
nal content such as their No. 1 box 

office hit “War Room,” but their next film was actu-
ally brought to them by a friend. "We normally do 
write our own movies but this one was so powerful 
when we read it and we saw how it was very timely 
for today's culture,” Kendrick told CP. 

Source: The Christian Post 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, “Rewriting History” by Vera 

Dodge, part of Secrets of Mary’s 
Bookshop series..  

Mary Fisher has retired to the place 
she grew up, Ivy Bay and opened Mary’s 
Mystery Bookshop.  She is delighted to 
have a famous mystery author Addison 
Hartley come to do a reading at her 
bookshop.  At the gathering she thinks 
she sees an old best friend from child-
hood, Claire Wilkes, but she disappears 
before Mary has a chance to greet 
her.  When she reads Addison’s latest 
novel she recognizes parallels with her 
own history.   

Then rumors surface about Claire and 
Mary’s late husband John.  Mary is deter-
mined to find Claire and discover why she 
came to the reading and why she ran 
away.  What was her connection with 
Addison Hartley and most important 
were the rumors about Claire and John 
true? 

Please stay safe.  Reading is a way to 
get away where facemasks are not re-
quired. 

T his month let’s pray for two of our mis-
sionaries serving in Southeast Asia. We’ll 

call them Kevin and Lisa Brown. That’s not their 
real names. Listen to this part: They serve in a 
place where it is illegal — I said illegal — to tell 
someone about Jesus. So planting new churches is 
difficult and dangerous. Also, the land is so rough 
that travel is hard. Still, they have begun to line up 
local believers to help start churches, and many 
people have become Christians. Ask yourself: How 
does a missionary learn to start churches? Most 
of our missionaries study church planting in one 
of our six Southern Baptist seminaries. Kevin and 
Lisa studied at Southeastern Seminary — that’s in 

Wake Forest, North Carolina. Southeastern has a 
special “2+3” program that let them start taking 
classes on campus, but then finish their studies 
while serving overseas. Our church supports 
Southeastern and the other seminaries — and 
Kevin and Lisa — through our Cooperative Pro-
gram giving. Let’s pray for our missionaries today 
and ask God to keep them safe and bless their 
work with many new believers — and many 
churches! Let’s also thank God for our seminaries 
that faithfully train our missionaries year after 
year 

Source:  Southern Baptist Convention 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/kendrick-brothers-reveal-next-movie-project-is-based-on-true-story.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/kendrick-brothers-reveal-next-movie-project-is-based-on-true-story.html


Sources: The Voice of the Martyrs and submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

E lisa arrived home just in time to see 
Islamists murder her father and her 

husband, who was a pastor. Her uncle had 
already been beheaded. Grief-stricken and 
fearing for their lives, Elisa and 18 members 
of her family headed south, joining more 
than 200,000 others fleeing the Islamists’ 
advance. Though Islamic insurgents have 
been active in northern Mozambique for 
the past three years, this year the group — 
which has pledged allegiance to the self-
proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS) — has launched repeated, devastating 
attacks. The thousands displaced by these attacks have fled to other 
parts of the country where conditions are crowded and resources are 
stretched. Front-line workers have reported the burning and destruc-
tion of churches, schools, clinics and police stations. As Christian 
workers provide comfort and food to the displaced, they are also 

offering Bibles (supplied by VOM), giving hurting 
people the hope of Jesus Christ. VOM workers are 
evaluating the best ways to help persecuted Chris-
tians in Mozambique. Pray for Christians delivering 
aid and help, as well as for an end to the ongoing 
violence. Pray also that many enduring this trauma 
will gain hope and eternal life through faith in 
Christ. 

For more information on the Persecuted church 
visit:  www.persecution.com 

IDOPP 2020: November 1 of this year is International Day of Prayer 
for the Persecuted church.  We will spend time on this Sunday 
learning about and praying for believers in the Central Africa Re-
public 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

Email submissions to 

newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com 

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast  
Thursday, November 12 

Vista Christian Fellowship 
7:00 am—8:30 am 

"We cordially invite you to our 36th Annual Vista 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast.  Due to COVID-19 

county health restrictions, we are changing the 

location and having the event outdoors at our 

church. Since many are working from home this 
year, we will not be sending invitations in the mail 

as in the past.  Please RSVP by calling our church 

office 760.726.4856 to leave your response.  We 

look forward to seeing you November 12th!” 

 Sunday, 11/22, shoeboxes are due plus $9 s/h 
(Don’t include any inappropriate items such 
as liquids, breakables, food, etc.) 

 Tuesday, 11/24, 9:00 am –1:00 pm Inspection Center in 
Fullerton. Carpool from church at 7am. 

We will be discussing and voting on 
2 items: 

1. Front line area improvement 
project 

2. Solar power installation 

http://www.persecution.com
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Please direct any  
suggestions, corrections 

and/or articles for  
consideration to:  

newsletter@ 
lifewaychurchvista.com 

Prayer and Praise 
 Please pray for Pam Maze's sister, Ann, who has tested positive for COVID. She was 

supposed to go for knee replacement surgery. Now that will have to wait.  

 We have been blessed to have Naval Chaplain James Williford and his wife, Marisol, 
worshipping with us.  We had the opportunity to minister with James when he was at 
SOI on Camp Pendleton.  James is currently stationed on a ship in San Diego but is 
uncertain about how long he will be in this area as he currently doesn't have orders 
past January of next year. They could be in this area for a few months or a few 
years.  Please pray for James and Marisol as they seek God's direction for their future. 

 Eldon Mudge emailed about Kim’s mother a couple weeks ago and was admitted to 
ICU just as they arrived in Alabama. She eventually passed away. Please continue to 
keep their family in prayer.

Verse of the Month 

A  group of black pro-life activists have filed a racial discrimination claim against Planned Parenthood, 
the largest abortion provider in the United States. 

The National Black Pro-Life Coalition, an organization that hopes to “end abortion by restoring a culture of 
Life and the foundation of Family in the Black community,” announced that it filed a claim against Planned 
Parenthood with the Office of Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

The suit comes nearly two months after more than 120 African Americans signed a letter to Planned 
Parenthood, urging the organization to “confront its racist founding, mission and practices.” 

The organization quoted Catherine Davis, the founder of the pro-life Restoration Project, who said, 
“Systemic racism and abortion intersect at the door of Planned Parenthood, an organization that has target-
ed Black women and their babies for almost five decades.” 

Davis argued that by disproportionately aborting black babies, Planned Parenthood was violating the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which “made it illegal for recipients of federal assistance to discriminate on the basis of 
race.” 

“Members of the National Black Pro-Life Coalition are asking the government to investigate and hold 
Planned Parenthood accountable for their continuing violation of civil rights laws as their services have had a 
tremendously negative and lasting impact on Black women and children—and overall, the Black family.” 

Source:  California Policy Institute  

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him.  

Colossians 1:16 ESV 

https://blackprolifecoalition.life/
http://www.christiannewswire.com/news/5046084534.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/over-120-black-leaders-blast-systemic-racism-within-planned-parenthood-too-many-black-lives-lost-to-abortion.html

