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I  recently was introduced to an acting term which I had never hear 
before: “the fourth wall.” The fourth wall is the imaginary wall at the 

front of the stage through which the audience sees the action of the play or 
show. The image below is Lucy and Ricky’s living room from I love Lucy. Ob-
viously if the “fourth wall” were a real wall the audience wouldn’t be able to 
see the actors. 

Breaking the 
fourth wall is 
when an actor 
speaks directly to 
or otherwise 
acknowledges the 
audience taking 
advantage of the 
reality that the 
fourth wall isn’t 

really there this actor makes the audience part of the show.  Ferris Bueller 
did this several times in Ferris Beuller’s Day Off as he would look directly 
into the camera and let the audience in on his plans or thoughts.  I found 
this concept interesting because without even understanding the concept I 
broke the fourth wall in my “Jerusalem Street Sweeper” drama.  The street 
sweeper regularly explains what is happening behind the scenes to the audi-
ence thus bringing them into the story. 

If anyone broke the fourth wall it was Jesus! In heaven there was nothing 
hidden from His eyes. There was no wall obstructing his view of earth. In 
spite of the pain and anguish that this decision would bring Him, Jesus broke 
down this invisible wall and actually physically joined us here on earth to 
bring the truest story ever to us. 

In Philippians 2:5-8 Paul describes 
it this way, “Your attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God some-
thing to be grasped, but made him-
self nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human like-
ness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death-- even 
death on a cross!”  Jesus laid aside 
the privilege of heaven to join us here on earth and give our lives meaning. 

William Shakespeare famously said, “All the world's a stage, and all the 
men and women merely players: they have their exits and their entrances; 
and one man in his time plays many parts…” 

Jesus broke down the fourth wall to give us a part in the most important 
story ever.  While I agree with Shakespeare in that we will all play many 
roles in our life, undoubtedly our greatest part is follower of Jesus.  I just 
have to ask, “Are you playing your part well?” 

 

 

 
 

“In spite of the pain and 
anguish that this decision 

would bring Him, Jesus 
broke down this invisible 

wall and actually 
physically joined us here 

on earth to bring the 
truest story ever to us.” 



 

By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, “Joshua and the Children” by 

Joseph F. Girzone. 

To continue Joshua’s saga, he is on 
vacation wandering the countryside 
when he happens on a small village. 

The Presbyterians and Catholics at one 
time tolerated each other and were 
friends but that time is long past.  Radical 
factions are bent on destroying each oth-
er in the name of who knows what.  Then 
Joshua shows up.  He starts by befriend-
ing the children.  They do not have the 
hatred for people who practice a differ-
ent religion be it Catholic or Presbyterian 
that their parents do and they are soon 
all playing together and listening to Josh-
ua’s stories.  Some of the children have 
musical instruments they bring and music 
fills the town square as the children share 
their abilities by teaching each other to 
play.  Soon of course the parents are won 
over by Joshua and his simple way of 
professing the truth.  The radical factions 
are not through though and tragedy 
strikes but justice as always shines 
through.  Joshua shows how God wants 
us all to love Him unconditionally and to 
love one another. 

Please stay safe and practice proper 
procedures for the time…and read. 

Submitted by Pastor Frank 

U sually this space is dedicated to new 
offerings in Christian Entertainment but I 

read this on the “Plugged In” site and thought I 
would share it this month 

In 1961, the FCC Chairman Called TV a ‘Vast 
Wasteland.’ Has It Gotten Better? 

We all know who wound up on Gilligan’s Is-
land: Gilligan (of course); the Skipper too; the 
millionaire and his wife; the movie star; the pro-
fessor and Mary Anne. But did you know that the 
chairman for the Federal Communications Com-
mission made an appearance in every episode, 
too?  I didn’t either, until I read a fascinating little 
piece this weekend by fellow movie critic Nell 
Minow. Her father, Newton Minow, had become 
the FCC’s chairman in 1961. And on May 9 during 
his first major speech—to the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, no less—he called the televi-
sion landscape a “vast wasteland.” 

At the time Dad called on the broadcasters to 
do better, there were just three national televi-
sion networks. There was no PBS, just a National 
Educational Television which was not even availa-
ble in most of the country, including Washington, 
D.C., itself. My father told the broadcasters that 
as long as the airwaves were a scarce resource, 
they would have to do better to live up to their 
statutory obligation to serve the public interest, 
convenience, and necessity, especially with re-
gard to coverage of news and programming for 
children. 

The message didn’t sit well with everyone who 
heard it. The makers of Gilligan’s Island showed 
their disdain for the Newton’s “vast wasteland” 
quip by naming the show’s “tiny ship,” the S.S. 
Minnow, in Newton’s honor. Nell says that her 
father took it all in stride, and he still has an S.S. 
Minnow life preserver hanging on his office wall. 

PBS showed up eight years later. And these 
days, the “airwaves” are far from, in Newton’s 
words, a scarce resource. Instead of three net-
works, we have hundreds of networks and 
streaming options—and more entertainment 
than we can possibly digest. 

But it strikes me that Newton Minnow’s 1961 
declaration is one worth thinking about today, 
too.  The vast wasteland that he spoke about 
included some television shows now considered 
classic: sitcoms such as the Andy Griffith and Dick 
Van Dyke shows. Westerns such 
as Gunsmoke and Bonanza. Creative experiments 
in sci-fi and horror, through The Twilight 
Zone and Alfred Hitchcock Presents. The Flint-
stones became the first prime-time television 
sitcom in history in 1960. 

Certainly, Newton Minow was right: Educa-
tional programming and shows specifically made 
for children were in short supply. And yet, televi-
sion historians would look at what was on the air 
and say the pickings, in retrospect, were pretty 
good. All the shows listed above boasted a far 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Shira Campbell 

This is the day when all people of all color will 
walk hand in hand and rejoice as one family. 

Right now we must join our voices and stand for 
justice for those that do not see justice. We are a 
family of one.  

Our fight is with Satan, and those whose hearts 
are filled with hate. We must fall to our knees and 
raise our voices to our Lord and Savior. We are the 
soldiers on the battlefield, and God is our com-
mander. As we seek his will, he will gather us to-
gether to continue the fight against the evil and 
destruction enveloping and sucking the lives out of 
his children. 

https://medium.com/@cranberries/59-years-ago-today-my-father-told-tv-executives-they-had-produced-a-vast-wasteland-675a39b866cc
https://medium.com/@cranberries/59-years-ago-today-my-father-told-tv-executives-they-had-produced-a-vast-wasteland-675a39b866cc


Source: The Family Research Council and submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

C ities across Nigeria are now on lockdown as Africa's largest 
country tries to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The pan-

demic poses a new and terrifying 
threat to the world, and it has become 
an added anxiety to Nigerian Christians 
who are already too familiar with the 
fear that accompanies long-term 
threats. For years, Boko Haram and 
Fulani militants have targeted Chris-
tians for kidnapping, extreme violence, 
and massacres. In March and April, 
further reports of attacks by Fulani 
militants reached us involving assaults 
on villages in four Nigerian states, with 
some 23 churches burned and nearly 
30 Christians killed. 

Leah Sharibu is one of 110 young 
schoolgirls kidnapped in 2018 by a 
Boko Haram faction in northeastern Nigeria during an attack on an all
-girl science and technical school. She was just 14 years old at the 
time. Unlike the rest of the girls (who were released by the terrorists 
two months later), Leah remains in captivity -- over two years after 

her abduction. The reason? She has bravely refused Boko Haram's 
demand to convert to Islam and abandon her Christian faith. 

Because Leah held fast to her beliefs, Boko Ha-
ram militants enslaved her. Recent reports sug-
gest that Leah has given birth to a baby and is 
suspected to be a victim of a forced marriage to 
one of her captors. 

Leah's story is one representation of the relent-
less attacks Nigerian Christians face. These ongo-
ing assaults have included widespread murder, 
atrocious maiming, gang rape, globally broad-
casted beheadings, and the burning alive of 
countless Christian victims in their homes and 
churches. 

Please remember to pray for Leah Sharibu. Her 
fate remains uncertain, but we remember her 

courage and faithfulness. 

For more information on the Persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 
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Email submissions to 
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Benevolence – A contribution was received from a Lifeway 

member to help any member in need at this time.  Let Pas-

tor Frank know if you are in financial need right now. 

Promise Keepers – The big conference in Dallas this year 

was canceled but they are offering a free simulcast 

for churches  in late July or early August this year.  The 

event is being rescheduled for next year.  Pastor Frank will 

keep you posted. 

longer shelf life than perhaps their creators could’ve imagined. Many 
of them, especially The Andy Griffith Show, The Flintstones and The 
Twilight Zone, are now on their fourth generation of fans. Perhaps 
these shows were only oases in that vast wasteland, but they’re still 
visited today. 

I imagine that Newton Minow would be rightly proud of the edu-
cational offerings on television today compared to 1961, and PBS 
isn’t the only one producing it. Whole families of networks are devot-
ed to children’s programming now. And when you look at shows 
meant for older viewers … well, in terms of their ability to tell a riv-
eting and sometimes profound story, we are living in perhaps televi-
sion’s true Golden Age. 

And yet, so many of these very same shows are burdened by 
blanche and blush-worthy content, often with no discernable narra-
tive purpose. Stories that would garner an R-rating if they were mov-
ies are aired or streamed, often unhindered, into families’ living 
rooms, bedrooms and, thanks to ubiquitous smartphones, jeans 
pockets. 

In 1961, there wasn’t enough content for children. Now, unless a 
parent utilizes some savvy techno-gatekeepers, children can watch 
anything they want—be it Blue’s Clues or Breaking Bad. And parents 
might never know. Our television landscape is almost unrecognizable 
compared to the one Newton Minnow was talking about 59 years 
ago. And yet, in a way, it’s much the same. In 59 years, a handful of 
the hundreds of shows released this year will be remembered. A few 
will be remembered as classics: The Andy Griffiths and Twilight 
Zones of our own time. But most will be gone. Lost to time. Buried, 
like bleaching bones, in our own vast wasteland. 

(Continued from page 2) 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/nigeria-announces-lockdown-major-cities-curb-coronavirus-200330095100706.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/leah-sharibus-family-responds-to-reports-that-she-gave-birth-to-boko-haram-commanders-son.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/leah-sharibus-family-responds-to-reports-that-she-gave-birth-to-boko-haram-commanders-son.html
https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian-persecution/stories/one-year-later-leah-sharibu-remains-in-boko-haram-captivity/
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/cwn/2020/february/the-world-wants-to-see-action-feb-19-marks-2-years-of-captivity-for-christian-girl-leah-sharibu
http://www.persecution.com
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Prayer and Praise 
 A Prayer for Father’s Day: Dear God, thank you for all the fathers and father-figures 

in this world and for the many ways you use them to lovingly guide others to Your 
heart. We ask that you would bless them and give them great joy and peace. May 
they see You and know You in new ways. Show them how much you love them and 
care about them. Guide their steps, use their hands, and make them a blessing to 
others as you continue to fulfill your special purpose for their lives. Amen! 

 

F amily Policy Alliance applauds the Depart-
ment of Education for announcing that 

letting boys compete in girls’ sports divisions vio-
lates Title IX, a federal law that ensures no one can 
be denied equal access to educational opportunities 
on the basis of sex. The 
ruling from the Depart-
ment’s Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) is in response 
to a Connecticut policy that 
permits boys to compete in 
girls’ sports if they feel that 
they are girls. 

The Department’s ruling 
is timely, as the ACLU re-
cently challenged an Idaho law called Fairness in 
Women’s Sports which, unlike the Connecticut poli-
cy, ensures that boys cannot compete in girls’ 
sports. The law, signed just this spring, is the first of 
its kind in the nation. 

In their initial filing, the ACLU expressed concern 
that Fairness in Women’s Sports was a violation of 
Title IX – but today’s ruling suggests otherwise. 

Blaine Conzatti, Director of Advocacy at Family 
Policy Alliance of Idaho, shepherded Fairness in 
Women’s Sports through the Idaho legislature and 
to the Governor’s desk. Upon hearing today’s news, 
he commented: “We’ve been saying for years that 
letting men compete in women's high school and 

college sports violates the spirit of Title IX.” 

Title IX played a significant role in elevating wom-
en’s sports from recreation-only – or non-existent – 
status, to the competitive environment it is today. 
According to the Women’s Sports Foundation, 
“Before Title IX, one in 27 girls played sports. Today 
that number is two in five.” 

Added Conzatti, “This is why the Fairness in 
Sports Act that becomes law 
this year in Idaho is so neces-
sary. The Department of Edu-
cation ruling today makes 
clear that protecting athletic 
opportunities for girls means 
that biological boys need to 
compete against other boys, 
not girls.” 

The Department’s decision is an acknowledge-
ment that letting biological boys play in girls’ sports 
is decidedly unfair: men have numerous physiologi-
cal advantages over women, such as greater muscle 
mass and cardiovascular capacity, that make it hard 
or impossible for even the top female athletes to 
compete in their own sport. Connecticut’s policy, 
notes the Department, has “denied female student-
athletes athletic benefits and opportunities, includ-
ing advancing to the finals in events, higher level 
competitions, awards, medals, recognition, and the 
possibility of greater visibility to colleges and other 
benefits.” 

Source: Family Policy Alliance 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

In God, whose word I praise—in God I trust and am not 
afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” 
 

Psalm 56:4 NIV 


