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I  recently took my granddaughter and a friend of hers to SeaWorld for 
the day and in addition to all of the animal shows and sea creatures 

there are now plenty of rides there as well including some pretty impressive 
roller coasters.  Of course, not everyone can go on all of the rides they 
want.  At the beginning of each ride the younger riders are greeted by a sign 
that I remember well from my childhood which reads “You must be this tall 
to ride this ride,” Just an inch or two one way or the other determines if you 
get the thrill of the ride or if you have to sit with your parents while the 
other kids have all of the fun. 

I saw many children walk up to the signs 
with anticipation in their eyes marking 
their height with their hands, checking to 
see if they measured up and could go on 
the ride.  Based on some of the rides I saw 
there it might have been a relief to some to 
be too short to go on the ride.   

Realistically, much of our life is spent trying 
to measure up.  We are “tested” both liter-
ally and figuratively from an early age.  We 

are constantly measured to see if our stature, smarts or our abilities are 
good enough.  From standardized testing to the President’s Council of Physi-
cal fitness I felt like I was constantly having my smarts and talents tested 
and it hasn’t stopped as I’ve aged. 

I’m glad that my spiritual life is much different than my physical life.  
There is no sign outside of heaven’s gate that says, “You must be this tall to 
get inside.”  What the Bible talks about is believing and having faith.  Any-
one can do those two things if they have a heart to.  Perhaps the most quot-
ed verses in Christian history is in Jon chapter three: 

John 3:15-18 … that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  17 

For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him 
is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands con-
demned already because he has 
not believed in the name of 
God's one and only Son.  

Please note the emphasis – Whoever believes in Jesus!  Again, we can all 
believe if we choose to.  Next, if we want to please God we must have faith.  
The author of Hebrews makes if quite clear. As Hebrews 11:6 says, “And 
without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him.”  

In Matthew 17:20 Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as 
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 
there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”  You don’t need 
to be big for the ride of faith.  If we only need faith as small as a mustard 
seed, why don’t we see bigger things in our life?  You don’t have to be big 
to hop on the ride of faith but it is a great ride. 

 

God bless, 
Pastor Frank 



 

R edeem TV is a streaming service whose 
motto is “Streaming Goodness” 

 
They offer both a free and paid service (The paid 
service is only $25/year) 
 
To see what is available on Redeem TV visit Re-
deemtv.com 
 

Future Goals of RedeemTV 

1. Create more apps for television 

2. Host an annual RedeemTV Student Film Festival 

3. Offer films and shows in more languages 

4. Expand the Additional Donor Content category 

5. Give viewers the ability to donate to different 

films or shows in production or language transla-

tions 

Submitted by Pastor Frank  
By Dagna D. Stencel 

I  took a small book from the library 
shelf, “Just Give Me Jesus” by Anne 

Graham Lotz. 

Anne is the daughter of Billy Gra-
ham.  Her life is full to the brim with ac-
tivities, weddings (her 3 children got mar-
ried within 8 months of each other), 
speaking engagements around the world, 
writing books.  Her duties are over-
whelming and her schedule over-
filled.  She doesn’t want a vacation, sym-
pathy, money or anything except Just 
give her Jesus. 

She was having a difficult time meas-
uring up to everyone’s expectations, she 
was after all Billy Graham’s daughter.  A 
friend told her she was looking at God 
through a prism so she decided that from 
then on she would look directly at Him 
and try only to please Him.  If she pleased 
Him the ones that counted on Earth 
would be pleased.  Others might not be 
but she couldn’t please everyone anyway. 

At a Christian leaders institute a Bible 
teacher asked “Do you know what God 
expects of you?”  The answer is 
“Failure”.  But God has given you the Holy 
Spirit so you need never fail.  God would 
never expect more from you than the 
Holy Spirit would do in and through you if 
you allow Him the freedom. 

If you feel you are a failure God has a 
place for you in His kingdom because 
Jesus makes heaven available to the fail-
ure. 

T he Embera, an indigenous people group 
from Colombia, are a misunderstood, 

overlooked, uneducated, and displaced people 
group. IMB mis-
sionary Beth 
Burkhalter felt led 
to minister to the 
Embera women, 
so she and her 
husband, Travis, 
began sharing 
Bible stories with 
a group of them. 

As Beth got to 
know this group, she saw their overwhelming 
needs and realized the need for a long-term, sus-
tainable way for them to earn a fair wage and 
provide for their families. For generations, the 
Embera people have created beaded jewelry. 
Beth felt God calling her to utilize the beaded 
handiwork and begin the Embera Bead Project as 
a way to help the Embera families earn a living 
wage and share God’s Word with them. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial 
fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ in 
every town, every city, every state, and every 

nation. Your support 
through the Coopera-
tive Program provides 
resources for mission-
aries like the Burkhal-
ters so that they can 
serve and help people 
with their physical 
and, ultimately, spir-
itual needs. 

PRAY for the Burkhal-
ters’ work among the Embera people and that 
Embera women, especially, will choose to put 
their faith in Christ. 

Source:  Southern Baptist Convention 



Submitted by Pastor Frank 

The Church Around the World 

T raditional Christians in the North 
In the northern and northwestern 

parts of Ethiopia, 97% of the population 
are members of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church, whose teachings vary dramatically 
from biblical Christianity and even from 
other Orthodox churches around the 
world. The small minority of Biblical be-
lievers — including some working to re-
form the EOC from within — face 
beatings, imprisonment and the destruc-
tion of their property. In some cases, tradi-
tional Christians have sided with Muslims 
against the biblical Christians, who are considered a common enemy. 
“There have been towns where all the evangelical churches have 
been destroyed,” a VOM worker said. “Many people have had homes 
destroyed.” 

 
Somali Islamic Nationalists in the East 
Many of the nearly 5 million Somalis who have fled their 
country and settled in eastern Ethiopia have brought 
their strong sense of Somali Islamic nationalism with 
them. As a result, Somalis in Ethiopia who leave Islam to 
follow Christ are often beaten and ostracized, if not 
killed. 

Although our Christian brothers and sisters in Ethiopia 

face growing persecution, they continue to share the 

gospel, love their enemies and advance the kingdom 

throughout the Horn of Africa. 

For more information on the persecuted church visit:  
www.persecution.com 

Source: The Voice of the Martyr 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21 
Email submissions to 
newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com 

 

We need help in the  
following areas: 
 
• Ushers/Greeter 
• Nursery Caregivers 
• Children’s Teachers 

FOR BETTY ALFORD 
SATURDAY, JULY 31,11:00 AM 

A reception will follow and we have been asked 
to provide desserts. Please see Pastor Frank if 

you can contribute. 

LET’S EXCAVATE THE TRUTH 
AND TEACH OUR KIDS HOW TO 

DO THE SAME! 

http://www.persecution.com
mailto:newsletter@lifewaychurchvista.com


For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it.  

Matthew 16:25 
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suggestions, corrections 
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Prayer and Praise 
• Please pray for Luis Andres Bermudez and his mother Ana Ortiz. Luis has muscular 

dystrophy. They were in the condos that collapsed in Miami. They are members of 
Tiffany Bennett’s brother's church in Miami. And for all the other victims and their 
families. 

• Prayers for Cheryl-Ann’s sister May. Her husband Jun who works at the Disney 
Cruise ship hasn't been given a renewed contract so he is still in the Philippines. It’s 
going on 3 months now and their finances are depleting. Please pray that Jun will 
be called back to work as he's the main bread winner of their family. 

• Please pray for Lina and she seeks new employment. She was told that her posi-
tion at work has been eliminated. Thankfully, her employer is giving her until the 
end of July and providing a severance package.  

• Please pray for a successful planning and execution of VBS and the families who 
will be attending. 

Verse of the Month 

A  top Internal Revenue Service official told a 
Christian group that “Bible teachings are 

typically affiliated” with the Republican Party as a 
rationale for denying its application for tax-exempt 
status.  

The Texas-based Christians Engaged filed an ap-
peal on Wednesday to the IRS’ denial, objecting to 
the tax agency’s assertion that it is partisan. In 
a May 18 denial letter, IRS Exempt Organizations 
Director Stephen A. Martin said Christians Engaged 
is involved in “prohibited political campaign inter-
vention” and “operate[s] for a substantial non-
exempt private purpose and for the private inter-
ests of the [Republican Party].” 

“Specifically, you educate Christians on what the 
Bible says in areas where they can be instrumental, 
including the areas of sanctity of life, the definition 
of marriage, biblical justice, freedom of speech, 
defense, and borders and immigration, U.S. and 
Israel relations,” Martin wrote. “The Bible teachings 
are typically affiliated with the Republican party and 
candidates. This disqualifies you from exemption 
under lRS Section 50I(c)(3).”  

Christians Engaged first applied for tax-exempt 
status in late 2019. First Liberty Institute, a religious 
freedom public interest law firm, is representing the 
Christian group in its appeal.  

“We just want to encourage more people to vote 
and participate in the political process,” Christians 
Engaged President Bunni Pounds said in 
a statement. “How can anyone be against that?” 
The IRS’ characterization of the Bible might be in-
consistent with that of Democratic President Joe 
Biden, said Lea Patterson, counsel for First Liberty 
Institute.  

“The IRS states in an official letter that Biblical 
values are exclusively Republican. That might be 
news to President Biden, who is often described as 
basing his political ideology on his religious beliefs,” 
Patterson said in a statement.  

Patterson appeared to make a vague reference 
to the tax-exempt unit that was at the center of 
the IRS targeting scandal during the Obama admin-
istration. The ruling also comes amid Biden’s push 
for an $80 billion expansion of the IRS over 10 years, 
and the latter could be complicated if the tax agen-
cy appears to be more politicized. “Only a politicized 
IRS could see Americans who pray for their nation, 
vote in every election, and work to engage others in 
the political process as a threat,” Patterson said. 
“The IRS violated its own regulations in denying tax-
exempt status because Christians Engaged teaches 
biblical values.” 

In its administrative appeal, Patterson contends 
the IRS made three legal errors:  

By finding that Christians Engaged does not meet 
the operational test, Director Martin errs in three 
ways: 1) he invents a nonexistent requirement that 
exempt organizations be neutral on public policy 
issues; 2) he incorrectly concludes that Christians 
Engaged primarily serves private, nonexempt pur-
poses, rather than public, exempt purposes because 
he thinks its beliefs overlap with the Republican 
Party’s policy positions; and 3) he violates the First 
Amendment’s Free Speech, and Free Exercise, and 
Establishment clauses by engaging in both view-
point discrimination and religious discrimination. 

Source: The Daily Wire 

The Culture Corner 
Submitted by Frank Keeler 

IRS DENIES TAX EXEMPTION TO CHRISTIAN GROUP, ASSOCIATES BIBLE WITH GOP 


